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TO THE COVENANT PARTNERS 
OF FPC HOUSTON

It is with great joy that your Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC) announces 
the call of Reverend Curtis A. Bronzan to be the next Senior Pastor and 
Head of Staff at First Presbyterian Church of Houston.

From the time we were formally seated as your PNC just over one year ago, 
we have been hard at work discerning God’s will for our next Senior Pastor. 
We have prayed together, reflected on God’s word together, shared deeply 
with each other, and grown to love each other fiercely. We conducted many 
hours of interviews, both via Zoom and in person, studied hundreds of pages 
of biographical documents and candidate questionnaires, and watched 
countless sermons. We feel that we have conducted a thorough, nationwide 
search that has brought us into contact with the “best and the brightest” of 
the candidate universe for this unique leadership position. By the power of 
His Holy Spirit, God ultimately directed us in that search to Curtis Bronzan.

Curtis is a remarkable preacher, pastor, and leader —passionate about our 
Lord Jesus, and imbued with a true gift for communicating God’s word in 
a winsome and penetrating way. We have found his theology to be firmly 
rooted, as demonstrated by his commitment to the Essential Tenets and 
Confessional Standards of our denomination, ECO: A Covenant Order of 
Evangelical Presbyterians. Curtis’ early involvement in the birthing of our 
denomination, through his close association with Dr. Dana Allin, ECO Synod 
Executive, provided another signal of his alignment with the reformed 
heritage that is central to FPC.

Curtis and his wife, Cassie, have two children, Moses (11) and Zoe (9). The 
entire family is excited at the prospect of starting this new adventure in Texas.

A Congregational Meeting has been called for Sunday, November 6, to 
confirm Curtis’ call to FPC Houston. The meeting will convene immediately 
following a single worship service that morning which will take place 
in the Sanctuary at 11 AM. Curtis will preach at that service. Following 
the Congregational Meeting, all are invited to a lunch and reception in 
Fellowship Hall where you will have the opportunity to greet the Bronzan 
family and welcome them to Houston and to the First Pres family.

What a privilege it has been to represent you, our Covenant Partners, in 
carrying out this critically important search! Thank you for that honor, and 
thanks be to God for this outcome.

In His service,
The FPC Houston Pastor Nominating Committee
Chris Derden, Co-Chair  Janet Lionberger, Co-Chair
Cindy Cook   Dade Dowdle
Sabrina Espinoza   Houghton Hutcheson
James Melchers   Sam Murray
Fred Robertson   Claudia Stewart
Mary Wassef



ABOUT CURTIS A. BRONZAN

Curtis was born and raised in Visalia, a farming community in the Central 
Valley of California. His father was a business owner and college athletics 
coach, while his mother was an educator, working both as a classroom 
teacher and as an administrator for the local school district.

Curtis grew up in the American Baptist Church. He began to feel a call to 
pastoral ministry while leading worship for his high school youth group at 
just fourteen years of age. He attended a Christian liberal arts college in 
Santa Barbara and began taking courses at Fuller Theological Seminary, thus 
bringing him into contact with Presbyterian theology. He points out with 
characteristic good humor that during this period of discernment, he came 
to understand that not only did he choose Jesus, but Jesus chose him, thus 
completing the transition from Baptist to Presbyterian!

Curtis began his ministry career in 2003 as a pastoral assistant at Christ 
Presbyterian Church in Lakewood, CA, where he worked for Dr. Dana Allin, 
now the Synod Executive of ECO and a close friend of FPC Houston. Thus 
began a deep friendship in which Dr. Allin has been both coach and mentor 
to Curtis for nearly 20 years.

In 2006 Curtis was recruited to Good Shepherd Presbyterian Church in Los 
Alamitos, the church where he currently serves, starting initially as Director 
of Student Ministries. He progressed through a series of increasingly 
responsible ministry positions at Good Shepherd, including Associate Pastor 
to Emerging Generations and Preaching Pastor. He became Lead Pastor and 
Head of Staff in 2015. Good Shepherd, an ECO congregation, is the church 
home to around 700 people. Weekly worship attendance is around 400 
across both a traditional and a contemporary service.

Curtis is married to Cassie Bronzan and they have two children, Moses (11) 
and Zoe (9), as well as a dog named Buster.



EDUCATION

 2002  Bachelor of Arts, Religious Studies & Sociology
  Westmont College, Santa Barbara, CA

 2007 Master of Divinity, Worship, Theology & the Arts
  Fuller Theological Seminary, Pasadena, CA

 2012 Master of Theology, Missiology, Contemporary Culture
  Fuller Theological Seminary, Pasadena, CA
 
 2022 Doctor of Ministry, Leadership in a Changing Church Context
  (In Progress) 
  Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary, South Hamilton, MA
    

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

 2006–Present Good Shepherd Presbyterian Church
   Los Alamitos, CA

  2015–Present Lead Pastor and Head of Staff

  2012–2015 Preaching Pastor
   
  2010–2012 Associate Pastor to Emerging Generations
  
  2006–2010 Director of Student Ministries  

 2003–2006 Christ Presbyterian Church  
   Lakewood, CA
   Pastoral Assistant

ECCLESIASTICAL STATUS

July 2015–Present       Ordained Pastor
                ECO: A Covenant Order of Evangelical Presbyterians  
                Southern California Presbytery
 
  Mar 2010–July 2015        Ordained Pastor

                PC(USA)               
              Los Ranchos Presbytery (CA)

I bring to this potential call a deep desire to 
preach and teach enthusiastically and effectively, 
to equip God’s people to embody the good news 
within their networks and neighborhoods. I 
thrive in leading a diverse team, where I have 
the opportunity to develop others’ gifts to align 
various ministries for greater Kingdom impact.

“

”– Curtis



THE CANDIDATE IN HIS OWN WORDS

On His Early Life and Coming to Faith
“Throughout my childhood, my mom made sure that my brother and I were 
in church every week—and for both hours: Sunday School and “Big Church”! 
While I bristled against it at the time, her diligence in bringing us to worship 
each week planted in my heart the seed of the gospel and a love for the 
church early in life. I prayed the ‘sinner’s prayer’ at 7 and was baptized at 12 
years of age.
 
While my mother’s influence was used by God to introduce me to faith in 
Jesus, my father had more questions about the faith. Those questions have 
actually been used by God to propel me toward deep theological reflection 
and to stir in me a passion to introduce unbelievers to the good news of the 
gospel. In a way, my parents’ influence has together prompted my Christian 
faith to continually seek understanding through deep theological reflection.” 

On His Theological Views
“I am in complete theological alignment with both the Essential Tenets and 
the Confessional Standards of ECO. As such, I am committed to the best of 
Reformed, evangelical, egalitarian theology that holds out the good news of 
the Kingdom of God as inaugurated by Jesus!

I believe that the Christian life is not merely a mental assent to doctrinal 
statements or an acquiescence to a code of conduct, but an opportunity to 
radically reorient every aspect of our lives around the good news of God’s 
Kingdom through the person of Jesus Christ. I am committed to the ministry 
and mission of the local church and believe that it is God’s instrument of 
extending His gospel of grace to the world.”

”I am fascinated by the person of Jesus. This fascination is reflected in 
my preaching, through seeing Jesus’ Kingdom message in every story 
relayed through the Hebrew and Christian Scriptures. Indeed, all of the 
Old Testament points forward to Jesus, and all of the New Testament 
points back to His arrival. I look forward to helping First Presbyterian 
share in my fascination with Jesus’ life by exploring the context of His 
life, His teachings, and how His counter-cultural message transformed 
the first century, which can transform our 21st century world, as well.

“

”



Cassie, Moses, Zoe and I couldn’t be more excited 
for the new adventure into which God has called 
us in Houston, Texas! While living (almost) 
our entire lives in California, we have become 
convinced through the past nine months that 
God is calling us to join the mission and ministry 
of First Presbyterian Church of Houston. We 
are most looking forward to getting to know 
the Covenant Partners of First Presbyterian, the 
church’s amazing staff, and the students and 
families involved with Presbyterian School.

“

”

On His Call to Ministry at First Presbyterian Church
“Alongside countless other pastors in the ECO ‘tribe’ around the country, I have 
long been inspired by First Presbyterian’s faithfulness to the gospel within our 
rapidly changing culture. This is evidenced in three interrelated aspects of FPC’s 
mission. First, I am struck by the historic emphasis on innovation that began long 
before the advent of recent technological advancement. That such innovation 
goes back over 180 years is a testament to the Holy Spirit’s work through gifted, 
forward-thinking men and women, and clearly reveals the pioneering spirit as 
central to the unique DNA of First Presbyterian. Second, I am intrigued and 
excited by the fact that an innovative congregation like First Presbyterian also 
prioritizes the life of the mind, searching the Scriptures for the truth of God’s 
Word and being led by the best of our Reformed theology. Third, I am excited by 
the ongoing intentionality and strategic emphasis on making an impact for the 
future generations of First Presbyterian, its neighborhood, and the surrounding 
city. I am truly thrilled to join a congregation that is corporately committed to 
being Here to Serve.”

Family and Leisure Interests
Cassie Bronzan was a realtor in the greater Los Angeles area early in their 
marriage. For the past 10 years she has focused on being a full-time mom and 
supporting Curtis in his pastoral ministry. The Bronzans hope to enroll their 
kids at Presbyterian School once they have become settled in Houston, and 
Cassie would expect to be a very involved parent. In her leisure time she enjoys 
kickboxing, gardening, cooking, and spending time with friends and family.

Moses is 11 years old and just started middle school. He enjoys all things baseball 
and is a huge San Francisco Giants fan, at least until the Astros win him over! Moses 
is also into creating comic books, playing fetch with the family dog Buster, and 
playing Minecraft and Geometry Dash.

Zoe recently turned 9 and is in the 3rd grade. She enjoys drawing her favorite 
cartoon characters, making books, soccer, and gymnastics. She also loves animals—
especially dogs—and can see herself becoming a veterinarian one day.

Curtis is a devoted family man. Not surprisingly, his leisure activities revolve 
around coaching his kids’ athletic teams and grabbing some quiet time whenever 
possible with Cassie. He is also an avid reader of contemporary Christian authors. 
When asked what books were “currently on his nightstand,” he rattled off a list of 
works by Dallas Willard, Andy Stanley, Rich Villodas, and Ian Morgan Cron.– Curtis



”As this congregation votes on Sunday, I want you to know that Curtis 
Bronzan is a gifted preacher and pastor who brings a wealth of ministry 
experiences for FPC Houston. While I was teaching at Gordon-Conwell, 
I had the privilege of having Curtis in a Doctoral program in leadership. 
He is bright, articulate, and creative. The most important thing I can say 
is that Curtis loves Jesus and will love this congregation deeply.

 – Dr. Jim Singleton, 
Leighton Ford Ministries and Gordon Conwell Seminary

“

”

IN THE WORDS OF HIS 
COLLEAGUES & REFERENCES

“I couldn’t be more excited that one of my favorite churches in ECO is 
calling one of my favorite people to be their next pastor. I have had the 
privilege of knowing Curtis for 20 years and have seen him in a variety of 
capacities. He is the rare combination of a phenomenal communicator, 
a visionary leader, a strategic thinker, and a humble servant. He also 
possesses a deep love for his congregation and the larger community 
surrounding the church where he serves.”

 – Dr. Dana Allin, Synod Executive, ECO

“Curtis’ leadership style is collaborative, people-oriented, strategic, 
thoughtful, and inclusive. By ‘inclusive’ I mean that he will want others to be 
part of the process when making key decisions. He values thinking through 
how a decision will impact the whole and sets an example by erring—in a 
good way—on the side of being a champion for the team.”

– A long-time mentor and pastoral colleague

“I worked with Curtis for eight years. I would describe his leadership style as 
creative, direct, purposeful, visionary, and strategic. As a manager, he is an 
excellent delegator. He wants you to thrive and will give you the opportunity 
to stretch. In fact, he is fantastic at giving away credit to others on the team. 
I think what he enjoys most about his work is outlining a vision, bringing 
people together to reach Jesus, and of course preaching. I’m sure the PNC 
has watched many of his sermons and will agree with me that his preaching is 
‘off the charts.’ His sermons are all about pointing people to Jesus.”

– A former subordinate who has known Curtis since 2006

“Curtis served all elements of our Congregation over his seventeen years 
with us.  It was great to observe his skills in leadership, vision, preaching, and 
connecting all generations of our people.  He will be greatly missed.”

 – A Ruling Elder at Good Shepherd Presbyterian 



First Presbyterian Church of Houston

5300 Main St.
Houston, TX 77004

713.620.6500

fpchouston.org

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 6

—

SPECIAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 
12 PM | Sanctuary

A Congregational Meeting has been called to confirm the call 
of Curtis A. Bronzan to FPC Houston. The meeting will convene 

immediately following a single worship service that morning at 11 AM. 
Curtis will preach at the service.

LUNCH & RECEPTION
Following the Meeting | Fellowship Hall

Following the Congregational Meeting, all are invited to a lunch 
and reception in Fellowship Hall where you will have the 

opportunity to greet the Bronzan family and welcome them 
to Houston and to the First Pres family.


