November 20, 2022 | 11 AM

WORDS OF PREPARATION
O God,
we joyously come together to worship,
realizing we need not summon you into our midst, for you are here.
We need not call you into the secret places of our hearts, for you are there.
We need our eyes of faith to be opened, that we may see you;
our ears to be unstopped, that we may hear you;
our minds to be sensitive, that we may know you;
our hearts to be tender, that we may receive you.
Grant each one a blessing, O Lord, as each has need,
in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

This morning’s
prelude prepares us
for the hymn-tune
we will sing before
the sermon

PRELUDE | Petite Partita on Kremser

WELCOME

CHORAL INTROIT | Now Thank We All Our God

Please stand
1 Chronicles 29:10–13, NIV

John Hebden Schaffner

Jim Birchfield

arr. John Yarrington

GATHERING PRAYER
Cheryl Christie
Praise be to you, O LORD, God of our father Israel, from everlasting to everlasting.
Yours, O LORD, is the greatness and the power and the glory and the majesty and the
splendor, for everything in heaven and earth is yours.
Yours, O LORD, is the kingdom; you are exalted as head over all.
Wealth and honor come from you; you are the ruler of all things.
In your hands are strength and power to exalt and give strength to all.
Now, our God, we give you thanks, and praise your glorious name.

OPENING HYMN | Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart

MARION

•
•
•

Please be seated

The Shakers were
a religious sect
founded in 18th
century England,
who then settled in
New England. They
are known for some
peculiar beliefs,
ecstatic dancing
in their worship
(“shaking”), crafting
fine furniture, and
for Simple Gifts,
this song upon
which the anthem
is based. Arranger
Mark Schweitzer
does a masterful job
of developing the
“simplicity” of the text,
with a few phrases
that bring the original
text into a clear
light. (Listen also for
Pachelbel Canon in
the accompaniment.)

ANTHEM | Simple Gifts
‘Tis a gift to be simple, ‘tis a gift to be free
‘Tis a gift to come down where we ought to be
And when we find ourselves in a place just right
‘Twill be in the valley of love and delight.
‘Tis a gift to be loving, ‘tis a gift to be kind,
‘tis a gift to leave our bitterness behind,
And when we find ourselves in a place just right
‘Twill be in the valley of love and delight.
When true simplicity is gained
to bow and to bend, we shan’t be ashamed
to turn, turn, will be our delight,
‘till by turning, turning, we come round right.
‘Tis a gift to be thankful, ‘tis a gift to forgive,
‘Tis a gift to find out how we ought to live,
And when we find ourselves in a place just right
‘Twill be in the valley of love and delight.

Shaker Song/arr. Mark Schweizer

Based on
Psalm 139:23–24, and
Revelation 5:5, 9–10.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION & ASSURANCE OF PARDON
Invitation to Confession
The psalmist models an honest faith with these words:

Cheryl Christie

Search me, O God, and know my heart; test me and know my thoughts.
See if there is any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting.
We express our longing for God’s leading by our own sincere confession.
(A Time for Silent Reflection)
Prayer of Confession
Righteous God, you have crowned Jesus Christ as Lord of all.
We confess that we have not bowed before him
and are slow to acknowledge his rule.
We give allegiance to the powers of this world
and fail to be governed by justice and love.
In your mercy, forgive us.
Raise us to acclaim him as ruler of all,
that we may be loyal ambassadors,
obeying the commands of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Assurance of Pardon
Do not weep!
See, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has triumphed.
With his blood he has purchased people for God
from every tribe and language and people and nation.
He has made them to be a kingdom and priests to serve our God,
and they will reign on the earth.
Thanks be to God!

Please stand

GLORIA PATRI
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, Amen.

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH | Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth,
And in Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the
Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into
hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right
hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness
of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

PASSING OF THE PEACE
Leader: The peace of Christ be with you.
People: And also with you.

MOMENT FOR COMMUNITY

Jim Birchfield

Please stand

HYMN OF PREPARATION | We Praise You O God, Our Redeemer, Creator

KREMSER

Please be seated

MESSAGE | Be One. Make Some. (Acts 2:42–47 & 2 Timothy 2:1–3)

Jim Birchfield

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION & LORD’S PRAYER
Cheryl Christie
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

CALL FOR OFFERING

OFFERTORY | All Good Gifts

Cheryl Christie

Stephen Schwartz/arr. John Leavitt

Chancel Choir, Julian Diaz, tenor (FPC Choral Intern, University of Houston). James Winslow, recorder

We plow the fields and scatter the good seed on the land,
But it is fed and watered by God’s almighty hand:
He sends the snow in winter, the warmth to swell the grain,
The breezes, and the sunshine, and soft, refreshing rain.
Refrain:
All good gifts around us are sent from heav’n above;
Then thank the Lord, oh, thank the Lord, for all His love.
We thank Thee then, O Father, for all things bright and good,
The seed time and the harvest, our life, our health, our food;
Accept the gifts we offer for all Thy love imparts,
And what Thou most desirest—Our humble, thankful hearts.

Please stand

Martin Rinkart
wrote this grand
hymn of gratitude
during a time when
Germany was
ravaged by disease
and war. It is a
vigorous—almost
defiant—testimony
to perseverance
that comes from
thankfulness.

DOXOLOGY
Praise God from Whom all blessings flow
Praise Him, all creatures here below
Praise Him above, ye heavenly hosts
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost

HYMN OF GRATITUDE | Now Thank We All God

OLD 100TH

NUN DANKET ALLE GOTT

continued...

BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE | Nun danket alle Gott

CARING
MINISTRY
UPDATES

Jim Birchfield

arr. Albert L. Travis

Louis B. Paine, Jr, for the loss of his wife, Lynne Murphy Paine, on Monday, October 24, 2022.
Condolences to her sons Louis Paine, III, Preston Paine and Jeffrey (and wife, Paula) Paine as well
her seven grandchildren: Preston Jr., Nilla, Emma and Grace Paine and Charlotte, Jeffrey Jr. and
Isabelle Paine.
Edward Childress for the loss of his wife, Susann Edler-Childress, on October 29, 2022.
Condolences to Charles and Rebecca Childress Turner.

FLOWERS

MUSICIANS

The flowers are placed in the sanctuary today to the glory of Jesus Christ by the Mark McMillan
family.

The FPC Chancel Choir; Dan Wagner, Director of Worship; Dr. Jeong-Suk Bae, Organist/Accompanist;
Julian Diaz, tenor; and James Winslow, recorder.

FIND YOUR PLACE AT FPC

Advent Missions Market

Sun | Dec 4, 11, 18 | 9 AM–1 PM | Palm Court
This year, FPC will host the 21st annual Advent Missions Market on Sundays during Advent. The
Advent Missions Market offers unique crafts from artisans around the world that make wonderful
Christmas gifts. In addition, the sale of the items provides support for our global ministry
partners while raising awareness of the ministries’ vital work. If you would like to volunteer with
pricing, set up, or sales, please contact Mary-Floye Federer at mffederer@fpchouston.org.

Family Advent Celebration

Sun | Dec 4 | 11:45 AM–1:45 PM | Fellowship Hall
Join us for this year’s Advent festivities following the morning worship services. The whole
church family is invited for lunch, children’s crafts, fellowship, and the beloved photo booth. It
will be an afternoon ADVENTure you won’t want to miss!

Messiah Sing-Along

Sun | Dec 4 | 7:30 PM | Sanctuary
Join us for the longest-running Handel’s Messiah Sing-Along in the city. Hundreds of singers
from the Houston area make up the choir, joining orchestra and soloists in this Christmas
tradition. Music scores will be provided.

Christmas Music Sunday

Sun | Dec 11 | 8:15 AM & 11 AM | Sanctuary
The First Presbyterian Church of Houston Chancel Choir, Soloists and Instrumentalists present,
“On Christmas Night,” a musical Christmas Card. This collection of Old English and modern
carols includes bright and cheerful settings interspersed with memorable and poignant
moments. This musical montage will be accompanied by a professional instrumental
ensemble, Harp and the magnificent FPC Aeolian-Skinner organ.

Here to Serve in Giving
Your gifts to FPC are critical in helping us fulfill our mission to carry the gospel to Houston and to the world.

WAYS TO GIVE:

1

2

3

In Worship

Online

By Mail

Place your
giving in the
offering plate

Scan QR code

First Presbyterian Church
Attn: Finance
5300 Main St.,
Houston, TX

