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Order of Worship



PRELUDE  |  �Chorale Prelude on “Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland”, BWV 659  
"Come Now Savior of the Nations"  |  Johann Sebastian Bach    

WELCOME AND INVITATION TO COMMUNITY    Curtis A. Bronzan, Senior Pastor

CALL TO WORSHIP              Courtney McLaughlin, Pastor of Missional Alignment 
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light. 
Upon those who dwell in the Land of Shadows, a light has dawned! 
Prepare the way of the Lord; his Advent is near. 
We wait in hope for the King who brings peace to his people. 
Let us cast off the works of darkness and walk in the light of the Lord. 
We gather to worship Christ, our Morning Star and our only hope.

PROCESSIONAL HYMN  |  O Come, O Come Emmanuel  |  VENI EMMANUEL
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TODAY IN WORSHIP
Preparing for Worship: 

The season of Advent 
begins in a time of 

natural and spiritual 
darkness. We look 

at the world around 
us and acknowledge 
the shadows of fear, 

uncertainty, and 
brokenness. Yet, our 

worship today begins 
with a conviction: we 

are the people who 
have seen a great light.

As we light the first 
candle of Hope, we 

acknowledge the 
ancient promise that 

the Messiah came, and 
is coming again, to 

those dwelling in the 
land of shadows. Let us 

quiet our hearts and 
prepare to receive the 

Christ, the true Light of 
the world, who fulfills 

the prophecies and 
makes his dwelling 

among us.

Prayer for Preparation: 
Almighty God, as we 
begin this season of 

expectant waiting, quiet 
our minds and open 

our hearts. Help us to 
cast off the works of 

darkness, to walk in the 
light of Christ's promise, 

and to be filled with 
the hope of his coming. 

Amen.

Signifies when all who 
are able may stand

• 

THE LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE: HOPE                   The Wagner Family
Today begins our journey through Advent, the season of expectation, waiting, and hope. 
We light the first candle to remember the hope God offers to a world in darkness. 

The prophet Isaiah spoke of a people dwelling in darkness who would see a great light.  
Matthew tells us that this prophecy was fulfilled when Jesus began his ministry in 
Galilee, in the very Land of Shadows.

Hope is the conviction that God’s light will triumph over every shadow.  
It is the assurance that the King—whose government rests upon his shoulder—will 
bring justice, peace, and light to our lives and to our world.

We light this candle, the Candle of Hope, trusting in the promise of Christ's coming.

Come, O Come, Emmanuel. Come, Light in the Land of Shadows, and fill us with 
your hopeful presence.
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ANTHEM  |  Creator of the Stars of Night  |  CONDITOR ALMA SIDERIUM  |  arr. Joe Cox	  Chancel Choir
Creator of the stars of night, your people's everlasting light, 
O Christ, Redeemer of us all, we pray you hear us when we call.

At your great name, O Jesus, now all knees must bend, all hearts must bow; 
All things on earth, with one accord, like those in heaven, shall call you Lord.

When this old world drew on toward night, you came, but not in splendor bright; 
Not as a monarch, but the Child of Mary, blameless mother mild. 
Come in your holy might, we pray, redeem us for eternal day; 
Defend us while we dwell below from all assaults of our dread foe.

In sorrow that the ancient curse should doom to death a universe, 
You came, O Savior, to set free Your own in glorious liberty.

To God the Father, God the Son, and God the Spirit, Three in One, 
Praise, honor, might, and glory be, from age to age eternally.

CALL TO CONFESSION	 Jared Spicer, Covenant Partner 
We stand at the beginning of a new Christian year, in the season of Advent. We are called to prepare our hearts 
for the coming of Christ, yet often we choose to dwell in the shadows of our own making—the shadows of fear, 
selfishness, and indifference. We have not walked faithfully in the light of Christ. Let us confess our sins to God, who 
promises to make his light shine in our hearts. We begin our confession with a moment for silent meditation.

A moment for silent reflection.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Merciful God, 
we confess that we often choose the shadows over your glorious light. We hold onto darkness in our thoughts 
and actions, preferring anxiety to the peace your reign offers. We confess our lack of hope, our failure to trust 
your promises, and our resistance to the changes you desire to work in us and in our community. We have 
been consumed by the darkness of the world rather than reflecting the dawn of your grace. Forgive us, O 
Lord, and draw us out of the land of shadows. Prepare our hearts by your Holy Spirit that we may welcome 
the Christ Child with true repentance and joyful anticipation. Amen.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON
Listen to the good news! The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. In Christ, the 
great light has come to those dwelling in the shadow of death. If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just, and 
will forgive our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. 
Thanks be to God! We are forgiven!

SONG OF PRAISE  |  The First Noel (final verse)  |  THE FIRST NOEL
Then let us all with one accord sing praises to our heav'nly Lord,  
That hath made heav'n and earth of naught, 
And with His blood mankind hath bought.  
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, born is the King of Israel! 

•



AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  |  Nicene Creed	 Jared Spicer
Let us now affirm our faith in the words of the Nicene Creed 
Followers of Christ, what do you believe?  
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, 
light from light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father;  
through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,  
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 
and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,  
who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PASSING OF THE PEACE	
Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another. 
The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
And also with you.

Please greet one another with signs of peace.

PREPARATION FOR THE OFFERING	 Courtney McLaughlin

OFFERTORY  |  Brightest and Best  |  STAR IN THE EAST  |  arr.  Dan Wagner
Hail the blest morn, when the great Mediator, down from the mansions of glory descends! 
Shepherds, go worship the babe in the manger, lo, for his guard the bright angels attend.

Refrain 
Brightest and best of the stars of the morning, dawn on our darkness and lend us thine aid; 
Star in the East, the horizon adorning, guide where our infant Redeemer is laid

Cold on his cradle the dewdrops are shining; low lies his head with the beasts of the stall; 
Angels adore him, in slumbers reclining, wise men and shepherds before him do fall.

Refrain

Say, shall we yield him, in costly devotion, odors of Eden and offerings divine? 
Gems from the mountains, and pearls from the ocean, myrrh from the forest, and gold from the mine?

Refrain

Vainly we offer each ample oblation; vainly with gifts would his favor secure; 
Richer by far is the heart's adoration; dearer to God are the prayers of the poor.

Refrain

During the singing of the Doxology, children are invited to exit for the FPC Kids Gathering.

•



BENEDICTION	 Courtney McLaughlin	

POSTLUDE  |  Chorale Prelude on “Wachet auf, ruft uns die Stimme”, BWV 645  | Johann Sebastian Bach 
                                                                    "Awaken! A Voice is Calling" 

•

Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus
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Glory to God 83

TEXT: Charles Wesley, 1744

MUSIC (STUTTGART 8.7.8.7): Witt’s Psalmodia Sacra, 1715, alt.

Pastor Curtis will be in the foyer after the service and would love to greet you.

ADVENT DOXOLOGY  |  GOD REST YE MERRY, GENTLEMEN
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow. 
Praise Jesus Christ, God's Son. 
And praise the Holy Spirit, the Blessed Three-in-One. 
Praise Him, all creatures here on earth, 
For whom the Savior comes. 
You angels, who sang Christ's birth, sing God's worth! 
All saints and angels sing God's worth!

MESSAGE  |  Light in the Land of Shadows (Isaiah 9:2-7) 	 Curtis A. Bronzan

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION AND THE LORD'S PRAYER	 Courtney McLaughlin
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

HYMN OF EXPECTATION  |  Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus  |  STUTTGART

•

•



FLOWERS
The flowers are placed in the Sanctuary today to the glory of God by the Flower Guild. 

MUSICIANS
Dan Wagner (Conductor & Director of Worship), Dr. Jeong-Suk Bae (Organist & Accompanist), the Chancel Choir, 
and James Winslow (Percussion)

CARING MINISTRY UPDATE
In Loving Memory

Our prayers and sympathies go out to the following individual:

•	 Sandy Goodwin and her children, Melanie and Michael, in the death of her husband, Mike Goodwin, on Friday, 
November 21. 

•	 Kathy Cire in the death of her father, Paul Clifton Koomey, on Sunday, November 9.

Support in Difficult Seasons

Are you dealing with a difficult time in life? FPC Stephen Ministers are here to help. Stephen Ministers offer care 
to those experiencing challenging times. To request support, please email caring@fpchouston.org.

O Come, O Come Emmanuel @ 1981 by Oxford University Press    
Creator of the Stars of Night © 1993 MorningStar Music Publishers



PASTORAL STAFF
Rev. Curtis A. Bronzan, Senior Pastor

Rev. Dr. Courtney McLaughlin, Pastor of Missional Alignment 
Rev. Dr. Emmanuel Paulpeter, Pastor of Evangelism

Rev. Jeanmarie Tade, Pastor of Caring
Rev. Ben Crelin, Pastor of Equipping

Rev. Justin Hall, Pastor of Youth Ministry
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In our recent sermon series, People of the Promise, we concluded our study in Exodus with 
the idea that God’s purpose is not simply to find us in our circumstances and lead us through 
our “wilderness” moments, but is ultimately to form us for His holy community. As such, we 
are invited to a new way of life… defined by giving generously, building carefully, and living 
responsively. 

For this reason, we are excited to launch our 2026 generosity campaign: Made for Mission.

Over our five-week campaign, we ask that all who call this church “home” take a moment to 
prayerfully consider how you might make a financial commitment to fund our ministries in the 
year ahead. From worship gatherings to kids and youth programs, from our music ministry, 
adult education, and caring ministries to our partnerships with local and global mission 
partners, we are grateful to serve here, near, and far.

In Christ, we become the true tabernacle: a people shaped by grace, filled with God’s Spirit, and 
sent into the world to reflect His glory. This is the assignment for every believer: to be people 
Made for Mission. 

And your generosity fuels the Mission!

To submit your pledge for 2026, scan the QR code, visit  
fpchouston.org/pledge, or complete a pledge card located  
in the pews and outside our worship gathering spaces.

Your commitment is requested by tomorrow, December 1.
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sent into the world to reflect His glory. This is the assignment for every believer: to be people 
Made for Mission. 

And your generosity fuels the Mission!

To submit your pledge for 2026, scan the QR code, visit  
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firstpresbyterian fpchouston fpchouston.org/email

CONNECT
Scan the QR code 
to let us know 
you’re here!  
We’d love to 
connect with you.

GIVE
Your generosity 
helps impact the 
people, places, 
and ministries 
we serve.

Tidings of Joy Christmas Concert
Sun | Dec 14 | 4 PM | Sanctuary
Come celebrate the season at our Tidings of Joy Christmas concert. Enjoy beloved carols, Christmas classics, and 
some lighter moments, featuring the FPC Chancel Choir, accompanied by a full orchestra.

Advent Mission Market
Sundays | Dec 7 & 14 | 8:30 AM–12:30 PM | Palm Court
Mon | Dec 8 | 8–11 AM | Palm Court
The market offers unique crafts from global partner artisans worldwide. These items make excellent Christmas gifts, 
and the sales provide support and awareness for our global ministry partners. Volunteers are needed for set up and for 
all shopping days. To learn more or sign up as a volunteer, please email Robyn LaRocca at rlarocca@fpchouston.org.

Hope for the Holidays
Sun | Dec 7 | 6 PM | Palm Court
The holiday season is not always a joyous time... Are you or someone you know grieving or simply feeling out of 
sync with the festive atmosphere of the season? If so, join us for this reflective and contemplative gathering and 
find renewed Hope for the Holidays. This event is open to all, so please share with any friends or loved ones who 
may benefit from this style of gathering.

Neighborhood Connect: Advent Celebration
Sun | Dec 14 | 10 AM | Fellowship Hall
This December we are bringing Neighborhood Connect to the FPC campus. Join us for a churchwide Advent 
Celebration as we gather to do crafts, meet and connect with our neighbors, and help serve our city by bringing 
gifts for Star of Hope Mission! More details coming soon.

Messiah Sing-Along
Today | 7:30 PM | Sanctuary
Join us for the longest-running Handel’s Messiah Sing-Along in the city. Hundreds of singers from all around 
Houston make up the choir, joining the orchestra and soloists in this Christmas tradition. Music scores provided.  
Free admission.

PLEDGE 2026
Visit fpchouston.org/pledge  
or scan the QR code to 
submit your pledge by 
December 1.

3 PM | Grand Hall
Children & Family

5 PM | Sanctuary
Acoustic Band

7 & 9 PM | Sanctuary
Chancel Choir

Christmas Eve Worship Schedule

Join your FPC family on Christmas Eve as we celebrate the birth of our Savior!

Doors to our worship spaces will open 20 minutes before the start of each service.

Celebrate the Season


