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Cultivating Community in the Way of Jesus for the Flourishing of the City



WELCOME                                                           Curtis A. Bronzan, Senior Pastor

CALL TO WORSHIP                                              
This is good news for all who hear it: our Hope is drawing near to us! 
Our God is with us, let us rejoice! 
In Christ Jesus, all is made well—let us draw near and worship together! 
Our King is with us, let all things rejoice!

CAROL  |  Joy to The World
Joy to the World, the Lord is come! 
Let earth receive her King; 
Let every heart prepare Him room, 
And Heaven and nature sing, 
And Heaven and nature sing, 
And Heaven, and Heaven, 
and nature sing.

Joy to the World, the Savior reigns! 
Let men their songs employ; 
While fields and floods,  
rocks, hills and plains 
Repeat the sounding joy, 
Repeat the sounding joy, 
Repeat, repeat, the sounding joy.

He rules the world with truth and grace, 
And makes the nations prove 
The glories of His righteousness, 
And wonders of His love, 
And wonders of His love, 
And wonders, wonders, of His love.

THE LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE                           The Colvin Family
Tonight, on this Holy Eve, we light the fifth and final candle. The four candles of 
Advent—Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love—have led us through the expectant darkness, 
reminding us of the promises of God.

Each week, we have waited for the fulfillment of the ancient prophecies. Now, in the 
stillness of this night, the promise is realized. The shoot has sprung forth from the 
stump of Jesse; the Word has become flesh.

We heard the prophet Isaiah declare that the Spirit of the Sovereign Lord is upon the 
Anointed One to bring good news to the oppressed. Tonight, we celebrate the arrival 
of that Anointed One, who is Christ the Lord.

The Gospel of Luke tells us that while they were in Bethlehem, the time came for 
Mary to give birth, and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in 
swaddling clothes and laid him in a manger.

(The Christ Candle is lit)

 

 

WELCOME
Evergreen: 

How fine the sweetness 
from the bough, 

Evergreen, ever living, 
like the pray’r offer’d 

now for a whole world’s 
forgiving; while the 

Christ Child is sleeping, 
worlds of woe in his 

keeping, worlds of joy in 
his dream. Lord, redeem 

us! That when thou 
art waking the hearts 
we uplift shall be thy 

Christmas gift and be 
well worth thy taking.

How bright the radiance 
of the tree, Evergreen, 

everlasting, like the 
feast day to be after 

long years of fasting. 
Bright in hope Christmas 

morning to the Christ 
Child returning, once 

again we believe. Lord, 
receive us! When we 

come before thee, the 
heart’s joy we bring 

Noël! Noël! Shall sing 
and forever adore thee.

—Robert Hillyer

Prayer of Preparation: 
Almighty Father,  

you have given your 
only-begotten Son to 
take our nature upon 

him, and to be born 
(this day) of a virgin: 

Grant that we, who have 
been born again and 

made your children by 
adoption and grace, may 
daily be renewed by your 

Holy Spirit, through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, to 

whom with you and the 
same Spirit be honor  

and glory—now and  
forever. Amen.

Signifies when all who 
are able may stand

• 
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We light the Christ Candle to declare that the light has come into the world,  
and the darkness has not overcome it.

Come, O Come, Emmanuel! We rejoice, for the Lord God Almighty reigns, and the marriage supper of the Lamb 
has come! Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!

CAROL  |  O Come O Come Emmanuel 
O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel,  
That mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear.  
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel!

O come Thou day-spring, come and cheer our spirits by Thine advent here;  
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, and death’s dark shadows put to flight.  
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel! 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel!

O come, desire of nations, bind in one the hearts of all mankind;  
Bid thou our sad divisions cease, and be thyself our King of Peace. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel! 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel!

PRAYER OF PRAISE  |  Luke 1:46–55	 Owen Teixeira & Elliott Foxley
My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, my spirit rejoices in God my Savior. 
For he has regarded the lowliness of his servant. From this day, all generations will call me blessed.

For he who is mighty has lifted me up; holy, holy is his name! His mercy is on those who fear him, from generation 
to generation. Yes, my soul will proclaim the greatness of the Lord, my spirit will rejoice in God my Savior.

He has shown strength with his arm, and has scattered the proud in their conceit.

He has brought the mighty down from their thrones, and has lifted up the humble and the meek;

He has filled the hungry with good things, and the rich he has sent away empty.

Indeed, my soul will magnify the Lord. My spirit will rejoice in God my Savior!

CAROL  |  O Come, All Ye Faithful
O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant.  
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem!  
Come and behold him, born the king of angels!  
O come let us adore him, O come let us adore him,  
O come let us adore him, Christ, the Lord!

Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation!  
Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above!  
Glory to God, glory in the highest:  
O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him,  
O come, let us adore him, Christ, the Lord! 

Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning,  
Jesus, to thee be glory given; Word of the Father,  
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Now in flesh appearing!  
O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him,  
O come, let us adore him, Christ, the Lord!

Please continue, as all are seated.

INTERLUDE  |  O Come Let Us Adore Him/Agnus Dei 	 Owen Teixeira
O come let us adore Him! O come let us adore Him! 
O come let us adore Him, Christ the Lord!

The seed of Heaven is born this day; all hope breaks forth before Him! 
Our God made flesh, to dwell with us. O come, let us adore Him!

O come let us adore Him! O come let us adore Him! 
O come let us adore Him, Christ the Lord!

Now see this Christ, the Light of Life, who, born a lowly baby, 
makes death and darkness flee the earth, for God with us is reigning.

For He alone is worthy! For He alone is worthy!  
For He alone is worthy, Christ the Lord!

O glory, glory, the Lord God reigns, in high and lowest places. 
His throne descends to usher in the dawn of new creation!

We give You all the Glory! We give you all the Glory! 
We give You all the Glory, Christ the Lord

Alleluia! Alleluia, for the Lord God Almighty reigns. 
Alleluia! Alleluia, for the Lord God Almighty reigns. 
Alleluia! Holy! Holy are you, Lord God, Almighty! 
Worthy is the Lamb, Worthy is the Lamb. 
You are Holy! Holy are you, Lord God, Almighty! 
Worthy is the Lamb, Worthy is the Lamb. Amen!

PASSING OF THE PEACE	 Courtney McLaughlin, Pastor of Missional Alignment	
Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another. 
The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
And also with you.

Please greet one another with signs of peace.

PRESENTATION OF SPECIAL CHRISTMAS OFFERING  |  Star of Hope	

OFFERTORY  |  O Holy Night	 Worship Band
O holy night! The stars are brightly shining, 
It is the night of our dear Savior’s birth. 
Long lay the world in sin and error pining, 
’Til He appear’d and the soul felt its worth.
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A thrill of hope, the weary world rejoices, 
For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn. 
Fall on your knees! O, hear the angels’ voices! 
O night divine, O night when Christ was born. 
O night divine, O night when Christ was born

Truly He taught us to love one another; 
His law is love and His gospel is peace. 
Chains shall He break for the slave is our brother; 
And in His name all oppression shall cease.

Sweet hymns of joy in grateful chorus raise we, 
Let all within us praise His holy name. 
Christ is the Lord! O praise His Name forever! 
His power and glory evermore proclaim! 
O night divine, O night when Christ was born;  
O night divine, O night when Christ was born;  
O night divine, O night when Christ was born!

MESSAGE  |  The Hope of the World	 Curtis A. Bronzan

PRAYER OF RESPONSE	 Elliott Foxley		 
We give you thanks, O Lord our God, for you do not look on us with pity from a distance. 
Rather, you left your home and came out to meet us, bringing light and life to the darkest of places. 
Because you are with us, the weary find rest. 
Because you are with us, the lost have found their home. 
You are help to the helpless, hope to the hopeless, and in you all is made well. 
All glory and honor and power is yours, both now and forevermore! Amen.

CAROL  |  O Little Town of Bethlehem	
O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie; 
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by. 
Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting Light; 
The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight.

O holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray; 
Cast out our sin and enter in be born to us today. 
We hear the Christmas angels, the great glad tidings tell; 
O come to us, abide with us, our Lord Emmanuel.

The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight.

PASSING OF THE LIGHT	 Courtney McLaughlin  
The darkness bows to the light, so the unlit candle bends to the lit candle which remains upright.

 



CAROL  |  Silent Night	
Silent night, holy night! All is calm, all is bright, 
Round yon Virgin Mother and Child! 
Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 
Sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace.

Silent night, holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight; 
Glories stream from heaven afar, 
Heavenly hosts sing Alleluia! 
Christ, the Savior is born, Christ, the Savior is born.

Silent night, Holy night! Son of God, love’s pure light, 
Radiant beams from thy holy face 
With the dawn of redeeming grace, 
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, 
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth!

BENEDICTION	 Curtis A. Bronzan	

 

 



PASTORAL STAFF
Rev. Curtis A. Bronzan, Senior Pastor

Rev. Dr. Courtney McLaughlin, Pastor of Missional Alignment 
Rev. Dr. Emmanuel Paulpeter, Pastor of Evangelism

Rev. Jeanmarie Tade, Pastor of Caring
Rev. Ben Crelin, Pastor of Equipping

Rev. Justin Hall, Pastor of Youth Ministry

FLOWERS
The decorations are placed in the Sanctuary and the Chapel today to the glory of God by the Flower Guild. 

MUSICIANS
Ryan Bell (Director of Contemporary Worship), Cecelia Casteneda (Vocalist), Zach Goodrick (Guitar and Vocals),  
Joel Garcia (Keys), Alan Ortega (Percussion), and Mark Lewis (Violin) 

Special Christmas Eve Offering: Supporting Local Mission Partners
Each Christmas Eve, FPC Houston provides an opportunity to support the efforts of its mission partners. This 
year, Star of Hope Mission has been chosen as our recipient. Last year, Star of Hope served 450,576 meals and 
provided 400,309 nights of shelter, supporting the thousands of men, women, and children in need of assistance 
in Houston. As we seek to reflect Christ’s light in the darkness, it is a blessing to give to organizations like this one 
that faithfully serve the most vulnerable in our city—on this night and throughout the year. 

To contribute all or a portion of your giving to our designated mission partner, place your gift in an offering box, 
or give online via the QR code. Please note “Christmas Eve Offering” in the memo section of your check or select 
it as the fund for your online gift. Unless otherwise noted, FPC will include all cash donations in the Christmas Eve 
mission partner offering.

To learn more about Star of Hope and the other organizations we partner with, visit fpchouston.org/partners.

Next Sermon Series: Letting the Way of Jesus Lead
Throughout the stories in the Gospel, Jesus meets ordinary people and draws them into extraordinary 
transformation. These narratives reveal that a life modeled after Jesus begins with His initiative and follow a 
consistent pattern: Jesus leads people out of fear, isolation, self-protection, and old identities into new life, new 
community, and new mission. Through His presence and power, He forms a people who belong to one another, 
trust Him in the unknown, and embody His grace in ways that bless the world around them. Join us in January as 
we explore Letting the Way of Jesus Lead.



FPC Kids*
Infants & Toddlers
2 MONTHS–35 MONTHS | NURSERY COVE
8:50 AM–12:10 PM

PreK & Kinder
3 YEARS–KINDER | PREK HALLWAY
9:30–10 AM: Modern FPC Kids Gathering
10–11 AM: FPC Kids Crew
11:30 AM–12 PM: Classic FPC Kids Gathering

Elementary & PreTeens
GRADES 1–3 | LIGHTHOUSE (CE 141)
GRADES 4–5 | ANCHOR (B 042)
9:30–10 AM: Modern FPC Kids Gathering
10–11 AM: FPC Kids Crew or Children’s Choir
11:30 AM–12 PM: Classic FPC Kids Gathering

WinGS (Special Needs)
ALL AGES | 9 AM–12:15 PM | CE 120 & 125

For a complete list of FPC Kids opportunities, 
visit fpchouston.org/children.

Youth*
Middle School
GRADES 6–8 | 10 AM | MS BASEMENT (LC 080)
High School
GRADES 9–12 | 10 AM | HS ROOM (LC 181)

For a complete list of Youth opportunities, visit  
fpchouston.org/youth.

*Grades and ages as of Sept 1.

Adults
For Adult Sunday Classes & Small Groups, visit  
fpchouston.org/adultdiscipleship.

Sunday Morning Opportunities
Begin January 2026

Your gifts are vital to our mission to Cultivate Community in the Way of Jesus for the Flourishing of the City. If it is a priority to 
have your contributions credited in 2025 for tax purposes, please visit fpchouston.org/giving for end-of-year deadlines.

End-of-Year Giving

In Worship
Place in an 

offering plate or 
give to an usher.

By Mail
First Presbyterian Church 

Attn: Finance 
5300 Main St., Houston, TX, 77004

WAYS TO GIVE:

Special Worship Schedule
Sun | Dec 28 | 11 AM | Sanctuary
On this Sunday there will be only one service. Childcare 
available for Kinder and under and WinGs will be offered.

Men’s Study: Practicing the Way
Wednesdays | Begins Jan 7 | 6:30 AM | Living Room
What does it really look like to follow Jesus in the complexity 
of modern life? More than mere ideas, discipleship is about a 
way of living—shaped by Scripture, empowered by the Spirit, 
and modeled after the life of Jesus himself. Join Pastor Curtis 
for Practicing the Way, an eight-week study curated by John 
Mark Comer. This weekly gathering for meaningful discussion 
and breakfast offers a great way to kick off the year! 

FPC CityServe: Kids’ Meals Lunch Pack
Sun | Jan 25 | 10 AM | Fellowship Hall
FPC Houston exists to Cultivate Community in the Way of 
Jesus for the Flourishing of the City and what better way to 
demonstrate our commitment to this mission than a morning 
serving together. Skip your Sunday best, put on something 
comfortable, and make plans to be here as we pack 1,500 
lunches for local children. All ages welcome!

Sunday Evening Class: The Ruthless Elimination of Hurry
Sundays | Begins Jan 25 | 6 PM | Library
In our busy modern world, it’s tempting to find rest in things 
that don’t truly satisfy. This winter, we invite you to join us 
for a five-week study of the book The Ruthless Elimination 
of Hurry, written by pastor, author, and teacher John Mark 
Comer. Together, we will explore four practices that enable us 
to rest in Jesus: silence and solitude, sabbath, simplicity,  
and slowing.

For more information or to register for these and other 
events, visit fpchouston.org/events.

There’s a Place for You Here 

Online
Scan the 
QR code 
to give. 


