
MO-RANCH 2026

AS YOU GO:
THE STORIES THAT SHAPE US



WELCOME TO

JULY 9–12, 2026

God is going to do great things this weekend as we 
rest and focus. This booklet will help you navigate all 

the great activities and has room for your notes. Relax 
in the beautiful Texas Hill Country with your church 

family and enjoy all God has in store for you.

As we gather as a church family, we offer the following prayer  
of encouragement again for those who suffered a loss  

as a result of the 2025 Kerr County Flood.

May the light of Christ pierce the darkness of your grief. 
May the love of Christ hold your heart when it is trembling. 

May the peace of Christ offer comfort in your sorrow. 
May Christ our Savior walk by your side each moment, each day. 

And may the God of great hope be with you now,  
and until the end of the ages.

Mo-Ranch
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Rev. Dr. Kaitlyn Wood was born and 

raised in upstate New York. She earned 

a BS in Communication Theory at 

Eastern University and an MA studying 

Religion, Media, & Culture at Rensselaer 

Polytechnic Institute. In 2015 she 

discerned the call to vocational ministry 

and entered Northeastern Seminary 

in Rochester, NY. As a pastor, she worked with her congregation 

to bring about transformation, a renewed vision, and a heart for 

the region. Kaitlyn is passionate about equipping pastors and 

churches for holistic revitalization, which was the focus of her 

DMin dissertation at Northeastern. She is currently working as the 

Director of Church Health for the ECO Presbyterian denomination. 

When she isn’t working with churches, you can usually 

find Kaitlyn with her husband Matthew at a baseball 

field or local theater cheering on their three 

boys—Levi, Jonah, and Aaron.
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WEEKEND SCHEDULE

THURSDAY

4–5 PM	 Check-in/Registration 
	 Grace Room

5:30–6:45 PM	 Dinner 
	 King Dining Hall

7 PM	 Welcome Gathering 
	 For all ages & families 				  
	 Outside of Main Auditorium 

7:30 PM	 Popsicles on the Lawn 
	 Outside of Main Auditorium

9 PM	 Youth Program 
	� Milk Barn 

Rising 6th graders will be brought back near 
Pheasant Run around 10:30 PM

	� Mo-Ranch After Dark 
Under Party Lights in Front of Pheasant Run 
Join us for Mo-Ranch After Dark…the  
unofficial official gathering spot for adults 
who aren’t ready to call it a night! 

Sign up for the Variety Show & Showcase 
Deadline Noon Friday—acts limited to three minutes.  
See John Going.
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FRIDAY

7–7:25 AM	 Devos at the Prayer Tank                   	 		
	 Led by JoNell Gerland 
	 Prayer Tank (next to King Dining Hall)

7–8:30 AM	 Breakfast 
	 King Dining Hall

8:50 AM	 Childcare opens (2 mos–Rising PreK) 
	 Westview

9 AM	 Mo Welcome 
	 Singing and announcements

	 Morning Session: “Stories for the Road” (pg. 17) 
	 Speaker: Rev. Dr. Kaitlyn Wood 
	 Main Auditorium

9:30 AM 	 Rising grades K–5th dismissed for elementary  
	 activities after singing and announcements 
	 Outside of Main Auditorium

9:30 AM 	 MS River Devotional & Games
	� Rising grades 6–8
	 River Pavilion

10:30 AM 	 Adult break/refreshments

10:45 AM	 Breakout Session with Rev. Dr. Kaitlyn Wood
	 Main Auditorium

11:30 AM–1 PM	 Lunch—Meet and Chat 
	 King Dining Hall



6

FRIDAY CONTINUED

11:30 AM–1 PM	 Pick up children on the way to lunch 
	 at Westview (preschoolers) and  
	 at Horse Barn (elementary)

11:30 AM	 Adult activity: Golf (pg. 14)

1–5:30 PM	 Free time 
	 (See Activities on pgs. 13–15)

1 PM	 Variety Show participants—dress rehearsal 
	 Main Auditorium 
	 (Please bring your music)

2:30 PM	� Adult Activity: Service Project at Mo (pg. 15) 
Location determined by project

3:30 PM	� Adult Activity: Geology Walk (pg. 15)

5:30–6:45 PM	 Dinner by the river  
	 River Pavilion

7 PM	 Variety Show & Showcase  
	 Main Auditorium

8 PM	 Old-Fashion Ice Cream Social  
	 Outside Main Auditorium on the lawn

9 PM	 Youth Program 
	� Milk Barn 

Rising 6th graders will be brought back near 
Pheasant Run around 10:30 PM

	� Mo-Ranch After Dark 
Under Party Lights in Front of Pheasant Run
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SATURDAY

7 AM	 Fun Run/Walk 
	 Meet at the dam

7–7:25 AM	 Devos at the Prayer Tank 
	 led by JoNell Gerland 
	 Prayer Tank (next to King Dining Hall)

7–8:30 AM	 Breakfast
	 King Dining Hall

8:50 AM	 Childcare opens (2 mos–rising PreK) 
	 Westview 

9 AM	 Singing and announcements
	 Morning Session: “The Call to Adventure” (pg. 19) 
	 Speaker: Rev. Dr. Kaitlyn Wood 
	 Main Auditorium

9:30 AM	� Rising grades K–5th dismissed for elementary	
activities after singing and announcements 
Pick up at 11:30 AM (details on pg. 8)

9:30 AM	 MS River Devotional & Games
	� Rising grades 6–8
	 River Pavilion

10:30 AM	 Adult break/refreshments

10:45 AM	 Baptism at the river

11:30 AM–1 PM	 Lunch 
	 King Dining Hall
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SATURDAY CONTINUED

11:30 AM 	 Pick up children on the way to lunch 
	 at Westview (preschoolers) and  
	 at Horse Barn (elementary)

1–5:30 PM	 Free time 
	 (See Activities on pgs. 13–15) 

1 PM	� Adult activity: Service Project at Mo (pg. 15) 
Location determined by project

2 PM	 Adult activity: It’s JUST “One Small Step!” (pg. 15) 
	 Chapel

4 PM 	 Adult activity: Wine Tasting (pg. 15)
	 Registration required

5:30–6:45 PM	 Dinner by the river 
	 River Pavilion

7:30 PM	 Childcare opens  
	 2 mos–Rising 2nd Grade—Westview 
	� Come in PJs, bring blanket and pillow 

for cozy movie night. 
Rising grades 3–5—attend Vespers with family

8:15 PM	 Vespers Worship Service at the Cross: 
	 “The Journey Inward” (pg. 21)
	 Speaker: Rev. Dr. Kaitlyn Wood 
	 Bring a towel to sit on. Flashlight recommended.

9:30 PM	 Pick up children

	� Mo-Ranch After Dark 
Under Party Lights in Front of Pheasant Run
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SUNDAY

7–7:25 AM	 Devos at the Prayer Tank 
	 led by JoNell Gerland 
	 Prayer Tank (next to King Dining Hall)

7–8:30 AM  	 Breakfast 
	 King Dining Hall

9 AM	 Childcare opens (2 mos–Rising K)  
	 Westview

9:15 AM	 Worship Service & Communion: 
	 “The Road Back Home” (pg. 23)
	 Speaker: Rev. Dr. Kaitlyn Wood
	 (Rising 1st and up participate in worship.  
	 All children welcome to attend) 
	 Main Auditorium

10:30 AM	 Pick up children  
	 Westview

11 AM	 Check out time 
	 Please strip beds and put sheets on the 		
	 floor in one pile and towels in another. 
	 Lunch not included; however a meal 		
	 ticket may be purchased.

Reminder
If you would like to make an offering to Mo-Ranch, 
please bring a check payable to First Presbyterian 
Church of Houston—Memo Note: Mo-Ranch.
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CHILDREN’S PROGRAMMING

Children are an integral part of the Mo experience. We want them 
to experience the love of Christ and the family of God throughout 
the weekend.

CHILDCARE (2–24 MONTHS)

Infants and toddlers meet in Westview. Look for your child’s 
name posted on the door. Please bring a labeled change of 
clothing and water bottle. Please pick up your child promptly 
after each program.

Friday	 8:50–11:30 AM

Saturday	 8:50–11:30 AM
 7:30–9:30 PM

Sunday	 9–10:30 AM
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PREK PROGRAM (2 YEARS–RISING PREK)

Preschoolers meet in Westview. Look for your child’s name posted 
on the door. Please apply sunscreen and bug spray to your children 
before each session and pick your child up promptly after each  
program. Activities for these children include group singing, games, 
crafts and Bible stories.

Friday	 8:50–11:30 AM 

Saturday	� 8:50–11:30 AM
7:30–9:30 PM 
Movie Night: bring a pillow and blanket.

Sunday	 9–10:30 AM (2 mos–Rising K)
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ELEMENTARY (RISING GRADES K-5TH)

Elementary will be dismissed to activities in Horse Barn after 
worship in the Main Auditorium. Please apply sunscreen and bug 
spray to your children before each session. Parents, please pick 
up children at Horse Barn, unless noted otherwise. Volunteers, 
please arrive 5 minutes before your session time.

Friday	� 9:30–11:30 AM 
Elementary Activities

Saturday	� 9:30–11:30 AM
7:30–9:30 PM 
�Movie Night: 2 mos–Rising 2nd Grade  
meet at Horse Barn

	 All rising grades 3–5 to Vespers with family

YOUTH (MIDDLE & HIGH SCHOOL)

In addition to participating in many ranch-wide activities, the 
youth have their own evening programs. Middle School youth 
stay at the Milk Barn; High School youth at the River Dorm.
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ACTIVITIES FOR ALL AGES

Canoeing	� River; first come first served 
Must wear life jacket

Exotic Game	 Next door to Mo-Ranch

Fishing	 River; under the bridge, below the dam

Fun Run/Walk	� Saturday—7 AM; meet at the dam 
Two mile route up, down, up, down 
Closest prediction to time wins! (no watches)

Hiking	 Mile nature trail up by the cross

Horseshoes	 Below the tennis courts

Mahjong	 �If you’re interested in playing, simply add your 
name and cell phone number at check-in. We’ll 
create a group text so players can connect 
throughout the weekend and organize games 
as opportunities arise.

Pickleball	 Pickleball court near the Main Auditorium

Playgrounds	 Next to Westview and Guest Lodge

Shopping	 Mo-Ranch Gift Shop

Swimming	 Pool, river or “the rapids” (follow path)

Tennis	 First come first served

Volleyball	 Friday and Saturday afternoons by the river

Water Slide	 River
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Grace Room Lounge (lobby between Wynne and Flato Lodges) 
available for adult socializing.

THURSDAY–SATURDAY

Mo-Ranch After Dark
Under Party Lights in Front of Pheasant Run
Join us for Mo-Ranch After Dark…the unofficial official  
gathering spot for adults who aren’t ready to call it a night! 
Bring a chair, your favorite beverage, and a snack to share if 
you’d like. Make a new friend, catch up with old ones, and 
don’t miss the famous goat cheese queso! Baby monitors are 
not only welcome, they’re practically part of the dress code! 
We’ll be out there Thursday–Saturday evenings after the 
nightly activities wrap up. Stay a few minutes or a few hours—
we’re not judging. See y’all after dark!

FRIDAY–SUNDAY

7 AM  |  Prayer Tank
Next to King Dining Hall
Don’t Waste Your Journey—Using Scripture, we’ll discover 
where we are, how God has prepared us for what’s ahead, 
and recognize His hand at work throughout our lives. Led by 
JoNell Gerland.

FRIDAY

11:30 AM  |  Golf
Gather at Wynne/Flato Parking Lot
Meet Gordon Marcum to carpool to Riverhill Country Club 
in Kerrville to play a round of golf. We’ll provide box lunches.  
Expect green fees to be around $80. Room for 12 Golfers.  
Registration required.

ACTIVITIES FOR ADULTS
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2:30 PM  |  Service Project at Mo
Location Determined  
by Project
For the first time in all our years 
at Mo, FPC will complete two 
hands‑on service projects this year. 
We’ll refresh the labyrinth and  
install lighting along darker  
walking paths. Sign up for these 
(and other activities) at registration. If you plan to help, 
bring work gloves and sturdy shoes. It’s a great way to serve,  
connect, and leave Mo a little better than we found it.

3:30 PM  |  Geology Walk
Meet in Grace Room (Wynne/Flato Lodge)
Join Martha Barnes & Walter Light for a slide presentation 
and guided walk exploring Texas geology at Mo-Ranch. 
Discover rocks, fossils, and the ranch’s unique landscape. Wear 
sunscreen, bug spray, and bring water. Registration preferred.

SATURDAY

1 PM  |  Service Project at Mo
Location Determined by Project
More information on the Service Project activity above.

2 PM  |  It’s JUST “One Small Step!”
Meet in the Chapel
EXPLORING God’s creation from the vastness of space to 
the Apollo Program’s triumphs, tragedies, and close calls… 
ENCOMPASSING spirituality as we move out into space! 
PLUS…a look at the Artemis II mission. Led by Al DuPont.

4 PM  |  Wine Tasting
Grace Room (Wynne/Flato Lodge)
Bring one of your favorite bottles of wine and $5 per person 
(for cheese and crackers). Registration required. Limited to 
first 50 people.

Please Note 

No childcare 
is scheduled 
for Friday 
and Saturday 
afternoons.
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RULES/GENERAL INFORMATION
Emergencies
In case of fire or medical need, dial 9 for an outside line, then 911. 
Please alert Mo-Ranch staff member immediately so they can meet 
emergency vehicle at the gate and direct them to ranch location.

Telephones and Messages
Pay phones are available in lobby area. An extension phone is in 
each housing unit. These phones are only for local, collect and 
credit card calls. Incoming messages for guests are posted on the 
registration lobby Welcome Board. Wireless internet is available 
in the registration lobby.

Alcohol and Smoking Policy
Public use of alcohol is prohibited. Alcoholic beverages are 
restricted to private quarters. Smoking is prohibited in all facilities.

Pets
Guests are not allowed to bring pets on the ranch.

Library
The library is on the upper level of the registration building and is 
open 24 hours a day for reading and study.

Gift Shop and Bookstore
Hours vary and are posted. Books, gifts, souvenirs, candy and 
necessities are sold at the bookstore.

Wagon Wheel Cafe
Serves deli items, desserts, and drinks. 

Honor a Loved One
Mo-Ranch offers guests the ability to honor loved ones with a 
bench or a chair around the ranch. A dedication plaque is included 
and the donor gets to choose the location—many choose their 
favorite spot at Mo!

Linens
New towels provided everyday. A towel on the rack means: “I’ll use 
it again.” A towel on the floor means: “Please exchange.” On Sunday, 
please make one pile for bed sheets and another for towels. Thanks!
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FRIDAY MORNING SESSION

Stories for the Road
Deuteronomy 6, Luke 24:13–35

NOTES
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NOTES
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NOTES

SATURDAY MORNING SESSION

The Call to Adventure
Hebrews 11:8, Judges 6:11–24
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NOTES
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NOTES

SATURDAY EVENING SESSION

The Journey Inward
Luke 9:21–25, Romans 6:1–8



NOTES
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NOTES

SUNDAY MORNING SESSION

The Road Back Home
Luke 9:28–43, Colossians 3:1–6



NOTES
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SUMMER AT FPC

GATHER

New Sermon Series: Stories You Don’t Grow Out Of
The stories of the Hebrew Scriptures are far more than just 
childhood tales. By leaning into these familiar narratives, we 
discover a fresh, lifelong perspective on faith that points us 
directly to the way of Jesus. To view a video from Pastor Curtis, 
visit fpchouston.org/summer.

EQUIP

Summer Reading Club: Stories We’re Growing Into
This summer, dive into a church-wide reading and conversation 
series inspired by our sermon series, Stories You Don’t Grow 
Out Of. From July 12 to August 9, we’ll read Five Mere Christians 
together and gather each Sunday during Community Hour 
in Fellowship Hall for table discussions. It is a perfect space to 
connect, share insights, and discuss how these stories shape our 
faith. To learn more, visit fpchouston.org/readingclub.

SERVE

FPC CityServe: Back-to-School Drive
Help support our longstanding ministry 
partner, Nehemiah Center, and the families 
they serve with student supplies for the 
new school year. Scan the QR code to select 
items from their wish list.

FPCHOUSTON.ORG/SUMMER
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The Mission of Presbyterian 
Mo-Ranch Assembly is to 

foster growth in God through 
Jesus Christ by sharing 

its unique living, learning, 
Christian environment.

Share Your Story!
Tag FPC on socials when sharing your pics and 
help us invite others into community by recapping 
your experience using our stories QR code.

firstpresbyterian fpchouston


