
Cultivating Community in the Way of Jesus for the Flourishing of the City

ORDER OF WORSHIP
OCTOBER 4, 2026  |  11 AM



PRELUDE  |  Jesus, the Very Thought of Thee (ST. AGNES)  |  Arr. Gerald Near
Lyrics may be found in Hymnal #310:

Jesus, the very thought of thee with sweetness fills my breast;  
but sweeter far thy face to see, and in thy presence rest. 
No voice can sing, no heart can frame, nor can the mem'ry find, 
a sweeter sound than thy blest name, O Savior of mankind.

WELCOME AND INVITATION TO COMMUNITY               Curtis A. Bronzan, Senior Pastor

CALL TO WORSHIP                          Courtney McLaughlin, Pastor of Missional Alignment
Shout for joy to God, all the earth; 
sing the glory of His name; give to Him glorious praise! 
Say to God, “How awesome are Your deeds! 
So great is Your power that Your enemies cower before you. 
All the earth worships You and sings praises to You; 
they sing praises to Your name.” 
Come and see what God has done: 
He is awesome in his deeds toward everyone He has created. Come and worship God! 

—Psalm 66:1-5

GATHERING HYMN  |  In Christ There Is No East or West vs. 1-4  |  McKEE

  

TODAY IN WORSHIP
Preparing for Worship

True generosity is not 
a performance for 

the world to applaud, 
but a quiet offering to 

the Father who sees 
our hearts. When we 

give, love, and serve in 
secret, we step out of 

the spotlight of human 
approval and into the 
joy of God’s presence. 

May our worship today 
shift our gaze from 

the applause of others 
to the deep, abiding 

pleasure of the Father 
who sees all that is 

hidden.  

Prayer 
Lord God, we come 

into Your presence to 
lay down our need for 
worldly approval and 
the urge to perform. 

Gather us as one family 
at Your table, and draw 

us out of the shadows of 
self-promotion into the 

quiet light of Your grace. 
Feed us, transform us, 
and unite us in Christ. 

Meet us in this holy 
space, see the quiet 

places of our hearts, and 
awaken in us a joyful, 

wholehearted devotion 
as we worship You 

today. Amen.

Signifies when all who 
are able may stand

• 

In Christ There Is No East or West
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Words: Michael A. Perry, 1982, © 1982 The Jubilate Group, admin. Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by Permission.; Korean tr. Eunae Chung © 2012 Hope Publishing

Company; Arabic tr. Maged Dakdouk and Anne Zaki © 2012 Hope Publishing Company; Dutch: J.W. Schulte Nordholt (b. 1920); French: Nicole Berthet; German: M. Liesengag, 1924; Spanish: J. R. de Balloch

Music (MCKEE 8.6.8.6): African American spiritual, adapt. and harm. Harry T. Burleigh, 1939, P.D.



GATHERING PRAYER	 Dan Wagner, Director of Worship 
Leader: We gather today across distance, culture, and language, 			           & Chancel Choir Members 
drawn to one table by the love of God.  
Though we come from many places, we are made one in Jesus Christ.

Spanish (Roberto Reyna): 
God, You created the earth and called it good.  
Gather us now as your broad and diverse family. 

Congregation: We break bread together as the one body of Christ.

Portuguese (Leigh Shipman):  
Forgive us when we build walls instead of opening doors.  
Break down our divisions and make us ambassadors of Your peace.

Leader: In a world fractured by hostility and fear,  
Christ invites us to share a common meal of grace and reconciliation.

Mandarin (Peter Tso):  
Fill our hearts with Your Holy Spirit.  
Teach us to love our neighbors as ourselves across every border and tongue. 

Leader: At this table, there are no strangers or outcasts.  
All are welcomed, all are nourished, and all are sent out to serve.

Swedish (Tina Hulten):  
May Your kingdom come on earth as it is in heaven, uniting all creation in praise. 

Congregation: Amen. Thanks be to God!

RESPONSE  |  In Christ There Is No East or West vs. 5  |  McKEE

 

 

CALL TO CONFESSION	 Luke Funderburk, High School Associate Director

In Christ There Is No East or West
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PRAYER OF CONFESSION	
Holy God, 
We confess that we often live for the eyes of others rather than for You.  
We dress up our motives, perform our righteousness, and seek praise for the good we do.  
Forgive us for prioritizing public reputation over private devotion, and for turning generosity into self-promotion. 
Cleanse the hidden places of our hearts by Your Spirit. Free us from the need for human approval,  
and teach us the quiet joy of serving, giving, and loving simply because You love us. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON

SONG OF PRAISE  |  Gloria Patri  |  Greatorex
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. 
World without end. Amen, Amen.

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  |  Apostles' Creed	 Luke Funderburk
Let us now affirm our faith with the words of the Apostles' Creed.  
Followers of Christ, what do you believe?  
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth;  
and in Jesus Christ His only Son, our Lord;  
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried;  
He descended into hell; the third day He rose again from the dead;  
He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;  
from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church;  
the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; 
the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  
Amen.

PASSING OF THE PEACE
As one family, we are united in the faith we profess and the grace we have received. 
Let us now extend that grace to one another through the passing of the peace. 
The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
And also with you. 
Please greet one another with signs of peace.

STEWARDSHIP MOMENT	 Sheila Heinle, Elder Class of 2029

GENEROSITY PRAYER	 Courtney McLaughlin	
Father, You are an abundant giver, there is nothing that we have that You have not given us.  
The way of Your kingdom is the way of generosity. Help us to honor You with our resources. 
Free us from the pursuit of riches for selfish gain. Lead us on the path of generosity.  
For Your glory, Lord, for the abundance of our own lives, and for the sake of others. Amen.

OFFERTORY  |  Esto Les Digo  |  Kinley Lange	 Chancel Choir,
Esto les digo, si dos de ustedes se ponen, 							            Lucila Zavala, Soloist 
Se ponen de acuerdo aquí en, en la tierra para pedir,  
Pedir algo en oración, mi padre que está en el cielo, se lo dará.  
Porque donde dos o tres se reúnen en mi nombre, allí estoy yo, en medio de ellos. 

 

 

 

continues on next page >



Truly I tell you that if two of you on earth agree about anything they ask for, it will be done for them by my Father in 
heaven. For where two or three gather in my name, there am I with them. 

—Matthew 18:19-20	

Children in 3rd grade and under are invited to join the FPC Kids Gathering during the singing of the Doxology.

DOXOLOGY  |  OLD 100TH
Praise God from whom all blessings flow.  
Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host.  
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  
Amen.

MESSAGE  |  A Sleight of Hand (Matthew 6:1-4)	 Curtis A. Bronzan

THE COMMUNION*	 Courtney McLaughlin
Communion will be served to you in the pews. Take the bread and cup from the tray and pass it to your neighbor. 
If desired, you may say, "The body of Christ given for you, the blood of Christ shed for you." You may consume the 
elements as soon as you are served. Please note that Prayer Partners will be available after the Benediction.

*All bread is gluten free.

COMMUNION HYMN  |  I Come With Joy  |  LAND OF REST	
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WORDS: Brian Wren, 1968, rev. 1977. Words © 1971 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by Permission.

MUSIC (DOVE OF PEACE, 8.6.8.6.6.): Traditional American Melody; arr. Austice C. Lovelace, 1977. Music © 1977 Hope Publishing Co. Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reverved. Used by

permission.
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Pastor Curtis will be in the foyer after the worship gathering and would love to greet you.

PRAYER OF THANKS	 Courtney McLaughlin 
Gracious and Loving God, 
We thank You for feeding us at Your table with the bread of life and the cup of salvation.  
As You have nourished our hidden souls in this quiet meal of grace,  
send us out now into the world to live lives of genuine faith.  
May the love we have received here overflow in hidden acts of generosity, 
joy, and peace—not for the applause of others, but for the pleasure of Your name.  
Through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.

RESPONSE  |  The Lord's Prayer  |  MALOTTE		
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name;   
Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  
Amen. 

BENEDICTION	 Courtney McLaughlin 

POSTLUDE  |  Little Prelude and Fugue in F Major, BWV 556  |  J. S. Bach

 

 

 



This October, our sermon series invites us to move from lives shaped by social 
approval and outward measures of worth toward lives grounded in who we are before 
the Father—to exchange outward success for a deeper, inward focus on letting the 
way of Jesus lead.

It is through this lens that we enter our annual pledge season—not centered simply 
on the act of pledging, but on asking what it means to practice generosity in the way 
of Jesus. 

Over the next four weeks, we invite everyone who calls this church “home” to 
prayerfully consider how you might commit to God’s plan for this church, then share 
that commitment through an online or printed pledge card.

Together, may we commit to God’s plan for this church and seek to live generously, 
letting the way of Jesus lead us both individually and as a church family.

Your Generosity Fuels the Mission! 

To submit your pledge for 2027, scan the QR code, visit 
fpchouston.org/commit, or complete a pledge card located in 
the pews and outside our worship gathering spaces.

2027 Generosity Commitment
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WELCOME
Scan the QR code to 
let us know you’re 
here! We’d love to 
welcome you.

MUSICIANS
Dan Wagner 
Director of Worship

Dr. Jeong-Suk Bae 
Organist & Accompanist

Chancel Choir

FLOWERS
The flowers are placed in the Sanctuary 
today by James and Tiffany Melchers in 
loving memory of their fathers, James 
Lesemann Melchers and William 
Phillip Murdock, Sr.

CARING MINISTRY
In Loving Memory
Our prayers and sympathies go out to the following individuals:

•	 The family of June G. Jenkins, formerly June G. Owen, on 
her passing Sunday, September 20.

•	 David Durrant on the passing of his wife, Shelley Lynn 
Schuster, on Friday, September 18.

Support in Difficult Seasons
Are you dealing with a difficult time in life? FPC Stephen 
Ministers are here to help. Stephen Ministers offer care to those 
experiencing challenging times. To request support, please 
email caring@fpchouston.org.

MINISTRY UPDATES

PASTORAL STAFF
Rev. Curtis A. Bronzan 
Senior Pastor

Rev. Dr. Courtney McLaughlin  
Pastor of Missional Alignment 

Rev. Ben Crelin 
Pastor of Equipping

Rev. Justin Hall 
Pastor of Youth Ministry

Rev. Jeanmarie Tade 
Pastor of Caring

FUEL THE MISSION
Your generosity helps 
impact the people, 
places, and ministries we 
serve. To partner with  
us in giving, scan the QR 
code or place your gift  
in an offering box.

WEEKLY GIVING REPORT
October 2026
October Goal: $523,021
Giving YTD: $1,396,134
Needed to Meet FYE 6/30/27: $6,332,169

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Campus Mission: College & Beyond
Sun | Oct 11 | 10 AM | Fellowship Hall
Discover how God is actively moving across local campuses, 
clinics, and seminaries! Come hear an inspiring panel of leaders 
ministering to college students, healthcare workers, and 
seminarians, and learn tangible ways to support next-generation 
discipleship.

Newly Marrieds Small Group
Sundays | Oct 11–Nov 8 | 10 AM | LC 231
Connect with couples walking the same path. In this five-week 
Community Hour series, you’ll gain practical wisdom to  
strengthen your marriage while sharing joys and struggles, 
praying together, and encouraging one another. Step out with a 
stronger bond at home and a community for the journey ahead.

Marriage Beginnings Class
Sundays | Oct 11–Nov 15 | 12:15 PM | FH 253
Considering engagement, engaged, or newly married? Join us  
for this six-week class as we explore how to glorify God in the 
way we love our future or current spouse. Marriage is a gift, and 
preparing well for this relationship makes all the difference.

CFM Worship Workshop: Worshiping with Your 
Whole Selves
Sun | Oct 18 | 10 AM | Fellowship Hall
Join us during Community Hour for a special morning for kids  
and their adults! Enjoy breakfast together while learning what 
worship is and how we can worship God with our whole lives.


